Economic Development & Planning Board


MinutesThe mission of the Mount Pulaski Economic Development and Planning Board is to improve the quality of life and create a shared prosperity in our community by retaining, sustaining, and enhancing existing businesses and community organizations, attracting, and developing new businesses and improving and upgrading infrastructure.


Date: January 14, 2026
Time: 6:15 pm
Location:  Longview Community Center, 124 S Washington St, Mt Pulaski, IL 62548
1) Call to Order: Corey called the meeting to order at 6:18 PM 
2) Roll Call: Present members are Corey Leonard, Doug Johnson, Erin Wyss, Tracy Pulliam, and administrator Deanna Howard. Andrew Meister, Benjamin Butler, and Tiffany Justice are absent.
3) Introduction of guests: Amanda Scattergood with Heart of the Hill thrift store, food pantry, and community resource center.  
4) Approval of Consent Agenda-payments and minutes: Deanna read the list of accounts payable. Tracy motioned to approve the payments and minutes. Doug seconded the motion—roll call vote: Corey-aye, Doug-aye, Erin-aye, Tracy-aye. Motion passed unanimously.
5) Treasurer Report: Deanna presented the treasurer’s report.
6) Old Business
a) Project updates: Vonderlieth is talking with Megan Jones about a daycare facility in their vacant building. 
b) After Prom Donation: Tabled. Deanna will reach out to see what they need.
c) EDPB IL Funds Account: Since EDPB is an entity of the city and uses the city’s EIN for tax purposes, all IL Fund accounts must have the same person with the financial authority. Currently, the city’s treasurer, Deanna Howard, holds financial authority for the city’s IL Funds accounts. This discussion was tabled to include more members in the conversation. 
7) New Business:
a) Heart of the Hill funds applications: Heart of the Hill, NFP, is a new thrift store, food pantry, and community resource center located at 119 S Vine St in Mt Pulaski, dedicated to providing free access to essential goods and resources. Amanda Scattergood, the president, attended this meeting and explained that the store will take donations, including food, clothing, household items, toys, and hygiene products. Currently, they are unable to accept furniture due to space. Plans include classes and, hopefully, a safe space for children to congregate. Heart of the Hill is working with Crissy Mercer at the high school, creating a program for special needs students, giving them experiences that will enhance their life skills.  
(1) Application #163 requests $10,500 for a food voucher program. Heart of the Hill does not have the resources to provide perishable food items; therefore, they have been giving pre-qualified patrons gift vouchers to use at the Market on the Hill on a trial basis. The vouchers were for specific items. There have been some who, due to allergies, are unable to take full advantage of the voucher. Therefore, the decision was made to use the funds to purchase gift cards from the Market on the Hill. The program would provide 25 families with $35 twice a month, totaling $1750 per month. The requested amount would cover the program for six months. 
Erin motioned to approve this application to be paid in two-month increments, paying $3500 now to be used for the next two months. Upon receipt of receipts for those two months of gift cards purchased and a report from Amanda on how the program is going, we will, upon approval, then issue the next two months to come out of the Community Funds Budget item 02-401 as a donation. Tracy seconded the motion—roll call vote: Corey-aye, Doug-aye, Erin-aye, Tracy-aye. Motion passed unanimously.
(2) Application #164 requests $5,000 to purchase equipment to move, sort, and display items donated to the Heart of the Hill. The request included shopping carts from Amazon and from Uline.
Doug motioned to approve $2,500 for equipment purchases with the request of receipts upon purchase of items like those shown in the assistance request from the Community Funds Budget item 02-401. Erin seconded the motion—roll call vote: Corey-aye, Doug-aye, Erin-aye, Tracy-aye. Motion passed unanimously.
b) Mt Pulaski School Score Board Digital Advertising: The members discussed this, but there was no motion to proceed.
c) Newspaper Advertising: Deanna will get more information and pricing to reserve space to run advertising and/or announcements. Discussion is tabled.
8) Other Business/Non-Agenda Items: Doug has heard that individuals have been in the area investigating the possibility of a new building for Dollar General or a gas station. Deanna heard rumors of a truck stop.  
9) Executive Session: None
10) Next Meeting: February 11, 2026
11) Adjournment: Doug motioned to adjourn and Erin seconded the motion. All present voted “aye,” and the meeting was adjourned at 7:34 pm
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