Economic Development & Planning Board


MinutesThe mission of the Mount Pulaski Economic Development and Planning Board is to improve the quality of life and create a shared prosperity in our community by retaining, sustaining, and enhancing existing businesses and community organizations, attracting, and developing new businesses and improving and upgrading infrastructure.


Date: November 5, 2025
Time: 6:15 pm
Location:  Longview Community Center, 124 S Washington St, Mt Pulaski, IL 62548
1) Call to Order: Erin called the meeting to order at 6:18 pm
2) Roll Call: Present were Erin Wyss, Tracy Pulliam, Doug Johnson, Tiffany Justice, Benjamin Butler, and administrator Deanna Howard. Corey Leonard and Andy Meister were absent.
3) Introduction of guests: Tom Martin
4) Approval of Consent Agenda payments and minutes: Erin noted that her last name was wrong on the minutes. Tracy motioned to approve the payments and minutes, and Doug seconded the motion. Roll call vote: Erin — aye, Tracy — aye, Doug — aye, Tiffany — aye, Ben — aye. Motion passed unanimously. 
5) Treasurer Report: Deanna presented the treasurer's report.
6) Old Business
a) Project updates: Deanna updated the board on the project for the cemetery building and talked about the FFA working with Zion for food drives.
b) Investments: Deanna presented a report from the IL Funds to the board and discussed the interest that the city’s accounts are earning monthly. She explained the process of opening the account and transferring funds. Tracy motioned to invest $100,000.00 of the Economic Development community funds into the IL Funds. Ben seconded the motion. Roll call vote: Erin — aye, Tracy — aye, Doug — aye, Tiffany — aye, Ben — aye. Motion passed unanimously. 
c) Mt Pulaski Park District-Pickle Ball Court: There is no action necessary for this item. All the required documents have been received, and this application is closed with payment. 
d) City Council Grant Review Updates: Deanna updated the board on the city council grant reviews.
7) New Business:
a) After Prom Request: The board discussed purchasing gift cards from local businesses to donate to the event and decided to hold this discussion at this time. 
b) Library Holiday Dinner Request: Tracy motioned that we provide $2,500 from the budget line 02-402 in the Economic Development Community Funds for the holiday meal program, with the stipulation that they utilize as many local resources with that money as possible. Tiffany seconded the motion. Roll call vote: Erin — aye, Tracy — aye, Doug — aye, Tiffany — aye, Ben — aye. Motion passed unanimously. 
c) Central IL FarmFed: Tom Martin was present to update the board on the progress and to present a request for funds to hire a director of operations/kitchen manager and overhead for 2026. The board discussed this request later in the meeting and decided it would be beneficial to spread this donation over two fiscal years. Doug motioned that we provide approval to FarmFed for $20,000 during this fiscal year and $20,000 during the next fiscal year, provided they have hired and obtained the personnel discussed in the application. Tracy seconded the motion. Roll call vote: Erin — aye, Tracy — aye, Doug — aye, Tiffany — aye, Ben — aye. Motion passed unanimously. 
d) Press Release, Letter to organizations: Deanna composed a letter that could be used for advertising purposes. 
e) List of recipients on website: Deanna suggested listing grant recipients on the city’s website for additional transparency and giving potential applicants insight into the types of things this board supports. 
8) Other Business/Non-Agenda Items: Deanna suggested giving Tony an informational document that he could pass on when he is addressing citations on dilapidated properties.
9) Executive Session: None
10) Next Meeting December 10, 2025, 6:15 pm 
11) Adjournment: Tracy motioned to adjourn at 7:47 pm, and Ben seconded the motion. All present voted Aye. 
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