Economic Development & Planning Board


MinutesThe mission of the Mount Pulaski Economic Development and Planning Board is to improve the quality of life and create a shared prosperity in our community by retaining, sustaining, and enhancing existing businesses and community organizations, attracting, and developing new businesses and improving and upgrading infrastructure.


Date: 7/15/2025
Time: 6:15 PM
Location:  124 S Lafayette St, Mt Pulaski, IL 62548
Meeting Type: Business
1) Call to Order: Andrew called the meeting to order at 6:16 pm 	
2) Roll Call: Present-Andrew Meister, Erin Wyss, Tracy Pulliam, Doug Johnson, Tiffay Justice, and administrator Deanna Howard. Benjamin Butler and Corey Leonard were absent.
3) Introduction of guests: Amanda Scattergood, Rick Volle, Jessica Jason, Mick Cyrulik, Ryan Jason.
4) Approval of Consent Agenda-payments and minutes: Tracy motioned to approve the minutes, and Tiffany seconded the motion. All present members voted “aye,” and the motion passed. 
Tracy motioned to approve the consent agenda payments, and Erin seconded the motion. Roll call: Andy-aye, Erin-aye, Tracy-aye, Doug-aye, Tiffany-aye. The motion passed unanimously.
5) Treasurer Report: Deanna presented the treasurer's report and updated the board with the list of open grants.
6) Old Business
a) Project Updates: Mick Cyrulik was looking for guidance on the next steps for the cemetery building project. He was advised that, since it is a city-owned building, this project needs to be approved by the city council, but that the EDPB members are in support of the project and would consider approving funds for the project. 
7) 25/26 Fiscal Year Budget: Erin motioned to approve the Community Donations Budget and the Business District Budget, and Tracy seconded the motion. Roll call: Andy-aye, Erin-aye, Tracy-aye, Doug-aye, Tiffany-aye. The motion passed unanimously.
8) Logan County Economic Development Partnership, NFP donation: Erin motioned to give LCEDP the annual donation of $5000. Doug seconded the motion. Roll call: Andy-aye, Erin-aye, Tracy-aye, Doug-aye, Tiffany-aye. The motion passed unanimously.
9) New Business:
a) Microsoft Office Renewal was approved on the consent agenda.
b) Market on the Hill: Rick, Jessica, and Amanda came to update the board on the status of MOTH.  Amanda presented a report that she put together.  Although sales have gone up, losses are still at $5000-$7000 because expenses have also risen.  Amanda discussed the changes that MOTH has implemented to turn the losses into profits. MOTH is performing a feasibility study to determine the future location of the market.  The immediate need is to meet the expense of payroll of approximately $2800 a week. 
The board returned to this discussion after approving the budget for the current fiscal year, and Erin motioned to give the Market on the Hill a $40,000 donation from the Community Donations Budget line item 02-501. The motion was seconded by Tiffany. Roll call: Andy-aye, Erin-aye, Tracy-aye, Doug-aye, Tiffany-aye. The motion passed unanimously.
c) Grant Reviews
i) Mt Pulaski Township Historical Society and Museum: Erin motioned to recommend up to $8500, dependent on receipts and matching funds from the Thomlison Trust, to be approved from the Business District Budget item 01-600. Roll call: Andy-aye, Erin-aye, Tracy-aye, Doug-aye, Tiffany-aye. The motion passed unanimously.
ii) KTPC, LLC: Erin stated that the amount of the project on the application is incorrect. The bids were inadvertently added together.  The correct amount is $15,800.  KTPC LLC is still waiting for the amount granted from the Danner Trust. The board tabled this discussion until the Danner Trust amount is determined. 
iii) Hilltop Club-Fall Festival: The application is requesting $8000 for the following: Petting Zoo, inflatables, rock wall, the Bubble Bus, face painters, a balloon artist, and possibly a racing game trailer along with rental of a lifted stage or trailer for the bands. Erin motioned to approve a $8000 donation to the Hilltop Club-Fall Festival from the Community Donations Budget line 02-401. Tracy seconded the motion. Roll call: Andy-aye, Erin-aye, Tracy-aye, Doug-aye, Tiffany-aye. The motion passed unanimously.
iv) Vinegar Hill Racers, LLC: Ryan Jason founded this business to make Soap Box Derbies a regular part of the Fall Festival and to build the infrastructure of the business to host larger events multiple times a year. This could potentially attract participants from all over who would contribute to the local economy. The requested funds will purchase safety rails to prevent cars from swerving into a crowd or other objects. Since submitting his application, he has discovered a company that is closing and selling its equipment. He stated that he could purchase the safety rails from them for $1000.  EDPB members feel that this is a great tool to promote additional sports tourism, and by donating the requested amount on the application, it would help him build the infrastructure of the business faster to achieve the goal of larger and multiple events. He projects that through sponsorship, he should be able to raise the funds needed to host the event without charging an entry fee to the participants. Doug motioned that EDPB provide a $2000 donation coming from the Community Township Grants and Donations category (02-402) of the Community Donations Budget for this year’s Vinegar Hill Racers event. Tiffany seconded the motion. Roll call: Andy-aye, Erin-aye, Tracy-aye, Doug-aye, Tiffany-aye. The motion passed unanimously.
v) Mt Pulaski Park District: Tiffany gave details regarding the park district’s addition of a pickleball court to Mt Pulaski with a total cost of $163,000. Erin motioned that EDPB make a $10,000 donation to the Mt Pulaski Park District for the pickleball court. Tracy seconded the motion. Roll call: Andy-aye, Erin-aye, Tracy-aye, Doug-aye, Tiffany-abstain. The motion passed unanimously.
10) Other Business/Non-Agenda Items: Doug mentioned that Kwik Wall is keeping the building for now as a place to build parts. 
11) Executive Session: none
12) Next Meeting  8/6/2025 6:15 pm
13) Adjournment: Doug motioned to adjourn, and Tiffany seconded the motion. All present members voted “aye,” and the meeting adjourned at 9:07 pm.
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