City of Mt. Pulaski - City Council Meeting
City Hall
Tuesday, October 14, 2025
6:00 P.M.

The City Council Meeting was called to order at 6:00 P.M., Mayor Bobell presided. Roll call was taken.
Those presents: Sean McCormick, Ed Anderson, John Aylesworth, Brad Davis, Kate Davis, and
Randy Hagenbuch. Also present were: Jordan Klein, Chief of Police, Tony West, Matt
Presswood, and Dee Howard, Treasurer.

Mayor Bobell then led in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Recognition of Guests: Greg Maus, Tom Martin, Joyce Maxheimer, Chris Hagenbuch, Josh
Poffenbarger, and Michelle Hagenbuch

Approval of Consent Agenda: Motion by Sean McCormick, second by Randy Hagenbuch, to
approve the Consent Agenda Items: Claims, Accounts, and September Minutes. Roll call vote.
Answering aye: Sean McCormick, Ed Anderson, John Aylesworth, Brad Davis, Kate Davis, and
Randy Hagenbuch. No nay. Motion carried.

Public Comments:

e Police Chief Tony West:
219 N Marion Street- Ordinance Violation- a letter was sent last week to get the burnt
building cleaned up. The owner said she has talked to someone who is going to help her.
That person said it could be a couple months before he starts but he isn’t sure he wants to
do it.
402 E Jefferson Street- Ordinance Violation- Greg Maus has talked to the owner who
said he was planning on rebuilding just like it on the same spot. Jordan Klein had talked
with him in 2024 and let him know the building was on the demolition list and he needed
to do something with it. Jordan advised to move forward with the demolition and to send
another letter of ordinance violation.
510 N Vine Street- a death investigation- everything was fine.
200 Flora Street- structure fire- The owner had the fire extinguished before Tony got
there.

e Director of Public Works: Matt Presswood: Matt had the building at the cemetery
checked for lead, asbestos, and termites. There were signs of termites, but they weren’t
sure if they were still active, so they treated it as if they were. Reports on the asbestos
will not be in for a couple weeks. Leaf season is beginning, so they’ll work on streets
when they can. John Aylesworth asked why there were no barricades with lights or signs



at Park and Dekalb. He also asked about burning at the sewer pond when there was a no
burn ban last week. Matt stated he didn’t see the notice. Josh said they didn’t burn it that
it was still smoldering from the tree cleanup. John asked, moving forward, that they
check the burn pile and put it out. Matt said they are going to close off the pond, so
people don’t come in. Mayor Bobell stated IAW must have access. Matt said they intend
to put something up so people can’t get past that point. Mayor Bobell wants something
put out there stating do not start your own fire.

e Treasurer Report: Dee gave the treasurer report.

Old Business: Stone River Group as at the September 23 meeting speaking on municipal
aggregation for electricity. After some discussion, the council wanted to check on some things
before deciding on that night. They are revisiting it tonight and presenting information they have
found. Paula Holcomb and Dee both have a cheaper rate than they are offering. Ameren is lower
than Stone River rates right now. After discussion council has decided they are not interested
right now. They will watch their bills and revisit at any time.

New Business: Chief West wants to sell the 2013 Dodge Charger. Sean McCormick suggested
they take it to the auction in Clinton and set a price reasonable by city council. Brad Davis asked
if they could do that. Jordan Klein said yes it doesn’t have to be a sealed bid. Sean suggested
$2,000 reserve with no cost to the city if sold.

Motion by John Aylesworth, second by Randy Hagenbuch, to approve Resolution of Sale of
Assets, 2013 Dodge Charger with price deemed reasonable of $2,000.00. Roll call vote.
Answering aye: Sean McCormick, Ed Anderson, John Aylesworth, Brad Davis, Kate Davis, and
Randy Hagenbuch. No nay. Motion carried.

Matt Presswood is wanting to purchase the wheel excavator as soon as possible. He gave
information on it at the past meeting. They are not getting the brush cutter. Sean asked if they bid
it out and Matt said they didn’t have to. John Aylesworth wanted to know that the advantage is
of the excavator. Matt stated it has a blade and bucket on it. John asked if they wanted it because
it’s new or a need. Mayor Bobell answered both a need and a want. The final price with trade in
will be $197,275.00. Jordan Klein inquired if there was money appropriated for it. Dee has it in
her appropriations.

Motion by Brad Davis, second by Randy Hagenbuch, to approve Purchase of Wheel Excavator
for $197,275.00. Roll call vote. Answering aye: Ed Anderson, Brad Davis, Kate Davis, and
Randy Hagenbuch. Answering nay: Sean McCormick and John Aylesworth. Motion carried.

There are several Economic Business District grants to be voted on tonight. The first one is John
and Erin Wyss for renovation of store fronts, Stewarts Painting and KTPC, LLC at 115 S.
Lafayette Street. On the grant it shows they replaced glass in the broken windows and doors
downstairs at a cost of $4500. They stripped, sanded, repaired, and stained the wood outside of
the building at a cost of $15,800. They upped the amount on renovations to $21,284.70 but they
only want to pay for the paint. John and Erin have renovated the upstairs into apartments. They



haven’t decided what they will do with the lower level. John talked about the possibility of a
batting cage, simulators for shooting, golf, and soccer, along with other things. It is possible to
include a small commercial kitchen. The venue may be available for parties; however, alcohol is
not permitted anywhere in the building. They want a place for kids to hang out. Brad Davis
asked if they needed to update the application, so it does not look like they gave him more
money. Dee said all the documents are filed with the grant and a note will be put with it.

Motion by Sean McCormick, second by John Aylesworth, to approve Economic Business
District Grant — KTPC, LLC for Building Front Renovation in amount of $20,000. Roll call vote.
Answering aye: Sean McCormick, Ed Anderson, John Aylesworth, Brad Davis, Kate Davis, and
Randy Hagenbuch. No nay. Motion carried.

Central Illinois Farm-Fresh Enterprise Development Cooperative is asking for $50,000 to allow
them to hire a new Director of Operations and to help cover some of their initial start-up
expenses, including the development of their HACCP (Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point)
plan. Tom Martin said it has taken them 5 years to get to this point. $75,000 is for equipment and
$14,000 is for the HACCP that they need to have before they can sell anything. When asked if
Market on the Hill could share their building, Tom responded they will have to wait and see how
much space they need for themselves. The next question was, could they share and still get
certification? Tom said yes, but it would take longer and there are difficulties with it. It’s a
challenge with so many people in there making sure everything is handled correctly.

Sean McCormick raised a question regarding the use of grant funds, specifically asking whether
all the funds provided through the grants had been spent. In response, Tom confirmed that the
funds had indeed been utilized. He also noted that there is a time limit associated with the grants,
which required that the funds be expended within a set period.

John wanted to know if they had tried talking to the windfarm. Tom has not reached out so John
will talk to them. Brad Davis suggested giving them $7,000, which is half the cost of HACCP.

Motion by Sean McCormick, second by Brad Davis, to approve Economic Business District
Grant — Central Illinois Farm-Fresh in the amount of $7,000 for HACCP. Roll call vote.
Answering aye: Sean McCormick, Ed Anderson, John Aylesworth, Brad Davis, Kate Davis, and
Randy Hagenbuch. No nay. Motion carried.

Christmas on Vinegar Hill is requesting $4,000 for advertising.

Motion by Kate Davis, second by Ed Anderson, to approve Economics Business District Grant-
COVH advertising in amount of $4,000. Roll call vote. Answering aye: Sean McCormick, Ed
Anderson, John Aylesworth, Brad Davis, Kate Davis, and Randy Hagenbuch. No nay. Motion
carried.

Community Association of Mt. Pulaski is requesting $1,000 for winter flowerpots and
decorations for use every year.

Motion by Ed Anderson, second by Sean McCormick, to approve Economic Business District
Grant — Community Association of Mt Pulaski-Winter Flowerpots in amount of $1,000. Roll call



vote. Answering aye: Sean McCormick, Ed Anderson, John Aylesworth, Brad Davis, Kate Davis,
and Randy Hagenbuch. No nay. Motion carried.

Milano & Grunloh Engineers have the final Vine Street sidewalk improvement ready to be
approved by City Council.

Sally Turner has completed the 2025-2026 Tax Levy. Mayor Bobell extended his thanks, as she
always does a nice job.

Motion by Kate Davis, second by Ed Anderson, to approve the 2025-2026 Tax Levy. Roll call
vote. Answering aye: Sean McCormick, Ed Anderson, John Aylesworth, Brad Davis, Kate Davis,
and Randy Hagenbuch. No nay. Motion carried.

Other Business: Chris Neaville inquired if the survey had been done on the easements. Mayor
Bobell said they were busy and can’t get to it until later but will be done before the end of the
year.

The shed on Belmont Street has not been moved yet. Chief West will go talk to her.
Public Comments:
Executive Session:

Adjourn: Motion by Sean McCormick, second by Ed Anderson, to adjourn. Voice vote. All
thanks. Motion carried.

Anna Beckers- City Clerk



